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But this has been changed. In the present day those
who contract these forbidden marriages themselves
suffer. Perhaps one fruitful cause of mixed marriages
in former times was the fact that in addition to the
proper form of marriage others were recognized ; the .
one called the Gandharva rite, where two people,
mutually willing, might live as man and wife without
any ceremony; the other, the Rakshasa rite, by which
victors in war were at liberty to appropriate to them-
selves the women of the vanquished.

At present most of the well-to-do Hindus of Bengal
belong to the Vaidya and Kayastha castes. These are
now reckoned as Sudras, though, according to Manu, the
former was the offspring of a Brahman father and
Vaishya mother ; the latter, the offspring of a Vaishya
father with a Sfidra mother.

The supremacy of the Brahman remains. In many
places the people regard him as little less than divine.
It should, however, be understood that all Brahmans
never were, nor are now, priests. Some Brahman
families have for generations acted as priests in the
temples, in the palaces of kings, and in the homes of
rich people, but these are regarded by their fellow-
Brahmans with contempt. It is not because of his office
as p'riest, but by reason of his birth, that a Brahman
obtains the adoration of the people. The guru, who is
not necessarily a Brahman, is reverenced by his disciples
because of his position. But when the office of guru is
superadded to the birthright of Brahmanhood, no class
have greater reverence shown to them by their fellows.
As a Brahman walks through the streets low-caste
people account it an honour to take the dust from his
feet and place it upon their head, and even to drink the
water in which his feet have been washed. This is